
Unsafe Microwave Oven Experiments
for trombone, electric guitar, and computer

chapman welch, 2011
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Unsafe Microwave Oven Experiments
for Ben Zilber

Chapman Welch, 2011

Random repeated notes, synths triggered by guitar bass notes
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Glissandi:  Up, Down, Erratic/Slow, Fast.  Pitches are up to the performer.
Trombone controls computer synth (follows performers pitch but requires ~6” to reach pitch input)

*

*

= ~120-130q

causes ‘sparkly’ synth interjections

causes random low synth drones

Random computer hits using chords from previous page.  

**Trombonist and guitarist should enter together on the second beat of the measure, but need not sync up after
    the first measure.

**

**
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ff
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Dynamics may vary from piano to forte.

ca. 30”-2’

ca. 8”

2

Approach each note by a half or whole step gliss above or below written pitch.

ca. 30”-2’

CUE

CUE
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bass hit
high pitched delays 
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ca. 10-30”

ca. 10-30”

*Wait until glissando is over and chord is ‘in tune’

erratic plunger mute phrases

transpose erratically

*

*

CUE

CUE
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= ~120-130q
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ca. 10”

ca. 10”
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Transition sound then
clicky soundfile starts

* Wait for cue before entering

* Wait for cue before entering

Clicky soundfile
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ca. 30”-2’

     p  f
Play in any octave

ca. 5-20”

*

Computer grabs harmonies and rhythms from guitar harmonics and
trombone held notes.

5

*Play through phrase once.  Then create new phrases by recombining the measures.  Each 
  measure may be repeated any number of times and in any octave.
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Harmonies/rhythms continue
until noted otherwise.

Eighth-note pattern emerges sets rhythm for next section.

Óca. 10”
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Erratic synth following 
guitar pitches.

snare drum

snare drum

bass hit

Erratic synth following 
guitar pitches.
Erratic synth following 
guitar pitches.

= ~130-150q
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Erratic synth following 
guitar pitches.

Erratic synth following 
guitar pitches.

synth chord hits
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Erratic synth following 
guitar pitches.

Clicky, high pitched descending 
soundfile.

= ghost bend 10

∑
= ~70-80q

ca. 5-15”
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* Play through the patterns in any order.  Patterns may be repeated any number of times and all patterns
   need not be played.

*
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Descending pitches
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